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“Porsche Club of America (PCA) is also gearing
up for a significant year, celebrating its 70th
Anniversary on September 13, 2025. Rumor has
it that there will be a few surprises as part of the
celebration, including a limited-edition
commemorative book titled “Through the Ages”
to be handed out during Porsche Parade! ”
—Crystal Zarpas



The Driver’s Seat

By Crystal Zarpas, President

a few short months, our exceptional team of

volunteers has successfully planned and executed
23 recurring monthly events, 11 special events, and 5
leadership meetings. HCR also held its Annual Meet-
ing, where leadership shared the good news with the
members that HCR is stable and financially sound.
Additionally, HCR members took part in 5 HCR adver-
tiser-sponsored events. The bottom line is that, as one
of the busiest Zone 5 regions, we aren't slowing down
anytime soon.

So tar, HCR’s 2025 has arrived like a lion! In just

Notable upcoming events on the HCR Calendar
include Mozarts Cars, Coffee & Croissants; Pick-Yer-
Tour Weekend, a joint event with our friends in the
Maverick Region; Tech Sessions; Driving Tours; Hands-
on Community Service events; Tire Rack Teen Street
Survival School; Porsche Trivia Game; Autocross; and
Schnell Fest (HPDE) combined with a PCA Club Rac-
ing event at COTA. When I say HCR isn’t slowing down,
I truly mean it!

HCR has also completed its PCA National Award
submissions for Region of the Year, the PCA Public
Service Award, Best Overall Newsletter (Horizons), Best
Newsletter Cover (Horizons), and Best Overall Website.
Regional winners will be announced at Porsche Parade
in July, so keep rooting for our incredibly talented HCR
Team of volunteers!

Similarly, VP Kent Ketterman and I recently participated
in the Zone 5 President’s Conference in Oklahoma City,
OK. During the event, we met with Zone 5 Rep Wendy
Shofhtt, along with several other Zone 5 Presidents and
representatives. We had the chance to share club experi-
ences, discuss issues, and explore potential resolutions.
Spending time with the other Zone 5 regions confirmed
that HCR is doing many things right, including estab-
lishing a sound infrastructure, recruiting dedicated and

loyal volunteer members who always prioritize the club’s
best interests, and engaging HCR’s consistently growing
membership. My takeaway: give yourselves a pat on the
back, HCR, because you are one well-organized, lean,
mean-running machine!

Speaking of our growing membership, HCR, with 2,225
members at the time of writing this article, is recognized
as one of the largest regions in Zone 5, ranking 3rd be-
hind the Maverick Region (Dallas) with 4,167 members
and the Lone Star Region (Houston) with 2,841 mem-
bers. Here are the HCR statistics: from Jan 1, 2020, to
Dec 31, 2024, HCR experienced a growth rate of 50.3%,
increasing membership from 1,084 members to 2,182
members. Considering this trend, it's unsurprising that
HCR’s membership numbers will have increased by the
time this issue of Horizons reaches you.

Porsche Club of America (PCA) is also gearing up for
a significant year, celebrating its 70th Anniversary on
September 13, 2025. Rumor has it that there will be a
few surprises as part of the celebration, including a
limited-edition commemorative book titled “Through
the Ages” to be handed out during Porsche Parade! All
regions are invited to plan a special event on September
13th and share photos on social media using the hashtag
#PCA70. Of course, HCR’s Social Team is already in the
planning stages of our celebration. Another PCA mile-
stone, you are invited to check out all 862 Panorama
issues, now available online.

I don’t know about you, but just thinking about how
busy HCR will be for the rest of 2025 makes me feel
exhausted! However, I am also exhilarated and enjoying
every minute of serving as your President. You are the
most welcoming and supportive group in PCA, and [ am
certain of it.

See you on the road, Crystal Zarpas, President
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From The Paddock

By Joe Cunningham, Horizons Editor

() ne aspect of Porsche vehicles that never ceases to
amaze me is their ability to be enjoyed in all rang-
es of performance levels. During the last couple of
months I had the pleasure to attend both the HCR auto-
cross at its new venue, the Travis County Expo Center, and
Schnell Fest at the Circuit of the Americas. I was behind
the lens and shutter for the autocross, but behind the wheel
during the latest Schnell Fest at the beginning of March.
What I truly love about my 718 is its versatility—from
groceries and sod in the front trunk to driving a current
Formula One circuit. Both vehicle and driver comfortable
in both situations.

We hope that you enjoy the following pages featuring those
that joined the autocross event, HCR’s new budding rela-
tionship with the German Texas Heritage Society and our
cover art—a local HCR member sharing his experience
traveling to Austria for Porsche’s annual FAT I.C.E. event.
As the weather warms, the HCR calendar follows nature’s
lead and starts to bud and blossom with several driving
tours in the near future, more get togethers and social gath-
erings during the week and weekends. I hope to see you at
any one of them. m
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Moment of Recognition and Thanks

In this issue of Horizons, you might
notice that things look and feel
slightly different from previous is-
sues. We hope that you appreciate
the work that has gone into these
changes.

| would like to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to the dedicated HCR
members that volunteer their time
and their skill to make this publica-
tion possible. To our talented pho-
tographers, both professional and
amateur, thank you for capturing
stunning images that bring our sto-
ries to life.Your work helps us show-

Horizons Editor

case the talent and beauty of our
region in ways words alone cannot.

To our writers, we appreciate your
insightful contributions that keep
our community informed and con-
nected. Your words inspire and en-
gage our readers with every issue.

A special thanks to our meticulous
production team, who ensure each

article is polished and compelling.

Your hard work and commitment
are truly valued—thank you for
your contributions!
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Ladies Luncheon

Article By Gloria Hughes * Photos By Kim Foster
(Both contributors are HCR Members)

he first HCR Ladies Lunch of 2025 was held

at the Austin English Tea Company on Jan-

uary 8th. It was a well-attended event at this
“reservations only” venue. This authentic English tea-
room is located inside of a bakery called Michelles
Patisserie that is in the Lake Creek Village Center on
FM 620 & Lake Creek Parkway. As soon as we walked
through the doors of the patisserie and turned right,
we were transported into an authentic English eatery.
The ambience of the tearoom is created by colorful
decorations hanging from the ceiling, as well as an
assortment of teapots, dishes, glassware and vintage
furniture displayed throughout the room.

Owner, Sara Olano, has had an affinity for baking
since she was a youngster learning from her “Mum” in
Lancastershire, England. The tearoom menu consists
of a variety of delicious scones, tea sandwiches, and
an assortment of baked sweets. All items are freshly
prepared daily.

The experience of afternoon tea was an education.
The teas offered were of different flavors and perfectly
paired with our meal. We learned the proper way to

hold our teacups, and the food was served

on a tiered stand. We began eating from the bottom of
the tier to the top where we finished with dessert, and
the portions are quite filling! Everyone who attend-
ed the luncheon expressed how much they enjoyed
the quaint atmosphere, food and excellent service. It
was suggested to the Committee to consider making
The Austin English Tea Company luncheon an annu-
al event. If you have a chance, make a reservation for

afternoon tea, you will thoroughly enjoy it! m
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expert repairs, and high-performance upgrades tailored to your LABOR DISCOUNT
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unparalleled expertise to ensure your vehicle performs at its best.
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Your vehicle deserves the best—let us take care of it like it's our own.
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HILL COUNTRY REGION
Porsche Club of America Digital Calendar

To see the latest updates of the HCR calendar,
including events like the Lunch Bunch, Autocross,
Schnell Fest and others highlighted in this issue,

we encourage you to use the QR code below.
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Nobody’s Perfect

By Steve Tellman—HCR Motorsports Editor

fter an almost perfect 2024 season with 15
victories in motorsports, only missing out on
the Constructors Championship in World

Endurance Challenge, Porsche is looking to continue
that trend into 2025.

There were some driver changes in the #6 and #7
cars for Porsche Penske in IMSA for 2025. Dane
Cameron was replaced with Nick Tandy in the #7
car, while Matt Campbell replaced Tandy in the

#6 car. In WEC, André Lotterer and Frédéric Ma-
kowiecki are no longer with the Porsche Hypercar
program. Micheal Christensen and Julien Andlauer
will be piloting the #5 car with Laurens Vanthoor
and Kevin Estre in the #6.

Iron Dames, which is an all-female racing program,
will be campaigning a Porsche 911 GT3R this year
instead of the Lamborghini from last year. They will
be running the IMSA Endurance Cup and a full
season of World Endurance Challenge. With a more
reliable Porsche underneath them, and hopefully
some better luck, I expect them to do well this year.

Other customer teams are looking for a successful
2025. JDC-Miller Motorsports still has the bright
yellow #85 car, but now has former Porsche factory
driver Gianmaria Bruni joining their team. Proton
Competition continues to campaign their #5 Mus-
tang Sampling car with Tristan Vautier and Nico
Pino being added to their roster. Tom Sargent and
Ayhancan Giiven are Porsche Carrera Cup drivers
that will be joining Wright Motorsports in their
green and yellow 911 GT3R in GTD this year.

Overall, lots of changes and refining of teams to help
secure wins this year.

The Rolex Daytona 24 Hours was an absolute nail
biter, as is with this race now. Not too long ago,

cars would barely finish the 24 hours, but now they
are expected to be reliable and be able to sprint for
the last hour of the race! In a true battle to the end,
Porsche Penske ended up 1st and 3rd in GTP with
the Meyer Shank Acura splitting them for 2nd. Un-
fortunately, in the GTD Pro category, the AO Racing
“Rexy” 911 GT3R finished 8th and was also the first
911 for the GTD and GTD Pro series. Wright Motor-
sports in their beautiful green and yellow livery car
finished 2nd in GTD.

Next up is the 12 Hours of Sebring for IMSA, which
should occur at the time of print for this publica-
tion and the Qatar 1812 km for World Endurance
Challenge. Sebring and its track that includes part
of a WW2 airstrip promises to be an exciting race.
Porsche Penske ended up 3rd in GTP and 3rd in
GTD with Wright Motorsports last year at Sebring,
so hopefully this year brings better luck.

2025 is going to be an incredible year of motorsports.
This season promises to be exciting and full of drama
with the famed 24 Hours of Le Mans starting for its
93rd race on June 14th, 2025. =
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Robert Adam

Oscar Aguilar
Muhammad S. Ahmad
Anik Akhund

Scott Armstrong
Jake Aziz

Gagan Bains

Kiran Bains

Ryan Barlow

Jim Bartenslager
Ainsley Benton
Cynthia Blocker
Ross Brown

Robert Buford

Shelli Callender
Charles N. Choukalos
Peter Chrzanowski
Lillie Crawford

John P. Cronin
Cristiano Dos Santos
Risser Estes

John Finkbeiner

Luke Finkbeiner
Brian Fredrickson
Kenneth fuerstenhaefer
Kurt A. Gerstner
Curran Gerstnenr
Robert Gonzalez
Stuart Graham
Jonathan Green
Harold B. Groendyke

Abbas Haider Ali
Robert Heatley
Samuel Henry
Gustavo Hernandez
Brian Hodgdon
Jeremy Howard
Hausten Irving
Lisa Jackson
Quincy D. James
Shervonne James
Samantha C. Jeffers
Chris Jones
Christine Keffeler
Walter B. Kemp
Amy Kemp

Monia Lapa

Ben D. Lemmons
Juyeon Lim
Jasper Lin

Mike Lodes
Heather Loeper
James C. Long
Jose M. Lozano
Erik B. Luther
Israel Martinez
Krista Mcbayne
Jennifer McGrew
Douglas Mcleer
Kristina Mcleer
Elaine Mesher
Stewart Mesher

Lambros A. Moumouris
Quintus Murphy
Mlichael Newton
Pathiphan A. Nichols
Ho Kon Oh

Craig Pierson
Chris S. Pokorny
Mary Pokorny
Mlichael Porter
Mlichael E. Quigley
Francine Quigley
Rick Ramos
William H. Reinders
David S. Rosenblatt
Bonnie Russell

Kyle R. Schroeder
Alex Simpson
Anusha Sonnad
Stephen Stites
Jinho Suh

Mlichael D. Temple
Anne Temple
Pamela Uglietta
Bryan Urioste
Kathy R. Vasquez
Sherry Vaughn
Cindy Villarrubia
Aaron Wang

Will Winn

Andrew N. Yeaton
Celeste Zarpas




1 YEAR

ANNIVERSARIES

lyad T. Abusalih
Emily H. Acosta
Adeel Afridi
Julia Anderson
Melih Arat
Anthony Avino
Jennifer D. Barr
Davis N. Barr

Mlichael S. Barthelemy

Brandon Bastin
Janna Rae Bodnar Hwang
Anthony S. Cabrera
Luis H. Camacho
Jarred D. Capellman
Amy Capellman
Gerardo Carlo
Rafael Casellas
Victor Z. Cassizzi
Israel H. Chabarria
Christian Chavarro
Roman Cherkashin
Sally Cohen

Elmore Cole

Joseph Coomaraswamy

5 YEAR

Christian Dailey
Darrell R. Davidson
Jonathan R. Davis
Jean-Louis Degay

Alejandro Del VValle Perez

Cindy Dietz
Victoria Francisco
Kendall Garrison
Alan Geye

Karin Geye

Krish Gupta

Caleb Hamm

Billy Hawkins
Britny Hawkins
Dean Herback
Jonathan Ho
Sonya R. Hornaday
Marcus Howard
Henry Hubbard
Amanda Innes-Shareef
John T. Jones

Anil Kashyap
Kristina Kashyap
Paul W. Kechnie

10 YEAR

Tae Kim

Kirby J. Kish
Ben Krasan
Russell B. Laing

Kimberly Elizabeth Lane Bodnar

Mlichael Maler
Gregory P. Mann
Joan McClendon
Kyle Mckenzie
Leonard Meredith
Angela Meredith
Evan Mertens
Verenice Mondragon
Tanya Nafe

Jon V. Nolting
Fernando Olivero
Destany OsantowskKi
Larry E. Palm

Brent Parks

Beth Perkins

Joel A. Plouffe
Michael N. Priede
Ryan Ramsowenr
Armaan S. Ratra

25 YEAR

William W. Robinson
Dana Roland
Mlichael Russell
Ellen Sable

Jason L. Sanders
Damon F. Shareef
Tara Sikes

David Simon
Brendan J. Sipple
Jason E. Slutsky
Abhinav Sridharan
Sam Taher

Omair H. Toor
Jose M. Torra
Geoffrey T. Tudor
Huseng Vefali
Rasheeda Wadley
Clint Walkenr

Tom Walters

Buzz L. Watkins
Dan Wojenski
Max Yekaterynenko

37 YEAR

Basam Abdallah
Chris Alberts
Jonathan Bard
Matt Berendt
Brian Cronin
Douglas Daman
Janice Daman
Max Dean
Lynette Dimbero
Richard Gorcyca
Melissa Hanna
Andrea Harlan
Bjarne Haug
Russell Hayes
Sandra Hayes
John Jackson
Karla Keeton-Page
Anil Kottam

Jeff Needles
Stephen Pyle
Ann Marie Pyle
Partrick Randall
Ben Sandran
Larry Targosh
Joseph Verdugo
Donn Wagner
Crystal Zarpas

Kristoffer Duggan
Alec Dun

Paul Frantz
Catherine Frantz
Ellen Jefferson
David Kil

Jan Kubicek

Sean Kubicek
Damon O’'Gan
Jason Pratt

Kelly Pratt
Christopher H. Shaffer
Jerry M. Sugerman
Jan Sugerman

15 YEAR

Trish Mangum
Mark Roe

Terri Storer
Bess Stewart
William Stewart
Jim Storer

26 YEAR

Stan R. Wenger
Janelle S. Wenger

38 YEAR

Andrew V. Dennis

39 YEAR

Margaret Hobgood
George Hobgood

27 YEAR

Edward Boudreau
Cheryl Boudreau

Alfred Freudenberger

Michelle
Freudenberger
JC Jammal

Dee Jammal

Mark Killen
Mlichael J. Picolo
Courtney E. Rivers
Cameron Rivers

20 YEAR

Charis Morrison
James Morrison

28 YEAR

Rocky Howard
Helen Howard

29 YEAR

Kim Vazquez

Samuel Vazquez-Agosto

30 YEAR

Dan Ringness
Fred Ringness

35 YEAR

Steven Robertson
David Robertson

Reginald C. Drake
Kim Custer

Frank D. Ciotti
Karen Ciotti
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Frozen Fury: Porsche’s FA.T. Ice Race

Article and Photos by Billy Hawkins—HCR Member

where Porsches and other incred-

ible cars are seen sliding around
the ice. This can only mean one thing,
the historic EA.T. Ice Race is back in
town. Nestled between the Austrian
Alpsin Zell am See, a small racetrack
sits on top of ice, surrounded by
breathtaking mountains, ski resorts,
and picturesque buildings. It’s safe to
say, I'm no longer in Austin Texas.

The EA.T Ice Race is one of those
bucket list events I always found my-
self wanting to attend. The race was
full of history and experiences only
a car enthusiast could appreciate.
The EA.T. Ice Race, formerly GP Ice
Race, dates back to 1952, when a few
brave souls tethered themselves to
cars like the Porsche 356 and raced
on ice. Fast forward 67 years, and
Ferdi Porsche, the great-grandson
of Ferdinand Porsche, revived the
event, bringing the ice race back to
life. I knew then, I would be making
the journey from Austin Texas to
Austria to capture this experience.

What Makes F.A.T. Special?

It’s a cold winter day in Austria,

Traveling over 5,000 miles to at-
tend an Ice Race should say a lot
about the event and how special it is.
As soon as I began walking along the
EA.T. Ice track, I immediately sensed
that I was witnessing something ex-
traordinary, an event few know ex-
ists. The day begins early, with Ferdi
Porsche himself taking the micro-

Billy is a professional photogra-
pher based in Austin Texas, known
for his work with major brands,
both in the automotive world and
beyond. His passion for captur-
ing the world extends beyond his
camera, as he’s also a dedicated
traveler, constantly seeking new
perspectives and stories to tell.
Instagram: @visionsdrop

phone to kick off the race. Engines
roar, and in an instant, the competi-
tion is underway. Ferdi stands nearby
ensuring everything runs smoothly,
waving on the next round of cars as
they hit the ice.

The cars are the main attraction
but never overshadowing the specta-
cle that is surrounding it. The snow
capped mountains, blowing snow off
the peaks, adds a bit of drama to the

early morning events. As the sun ris-
es, and the temperatures climb, you
can fully grasp how large the event
has become due the crowd’s size. The
fashion at the race was just as en-
tertaining as the action was on ice.
Spectators and racers alike leaned
into the winter chaos, showing up in
everything from neon ski suits, over-
sized boots and the occasional cow-
boy hat.

The Full Experience

As I made my way across the
track, I can hear the Red Bull team
making its presence known. Their
engines roar as I approached the bar-
rier. Camera in hand, their car goes
flying by. Striking up a conversation
with another race participant nearby,
I quickly realized I am speaking to
Porsche legend, Jeft Zwart. Jeff is an
iconic racer, photographer and cre-
ative director for everything Porsche.
Our conversation was unexpected
but an incredible experience, of-
fering deep insight into the famed
German brand. His knowledge, rich
with history and personal experienc-
es, felt almost legendary.

For 20 minutes, we spoke about
his Porsche experience, family, and
the race unfolding in front of us.
However, the Red Bull cars made
it difficult with a relentless spray of
snow causing us to take cover mid
conversation, but honestly, it only
added to the moment.
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550 Spyder built on a 356 platform designed as a daily driver.

After wrapping up my conversa-
tion with Jeff, and the assault by Red
Bull, T headed toward an old airport
runway serving as the event pad-
dock, an attraction of its own. As you
walk the strip, you can’t help but en-
gage with race teams, car enthusiasts,
and manufacturers. One standout
was the German manufacturer RUF,
renowned among Porsche enthusi-
asts for its custom high-performance
Porsche models. RUF displayed sev-
eral of its cars and even took a few
laps around the ice track, offering a
firsthand look at their incredible ca-
pabilities.

The RUF team was easy to spot
within the crowds. The entire team
showed a bit of Texas flare with their
large white cowboy hats and embroi-
dered “RUF’ logos. It was a rare treat
to meet the teams behind these engi-
neering masterpieces.

Porsche Brings It All Out

As I explored the track and its
surrounding attractions, I found no
shortage of incredible Porsches. In-
side the bright red Porsche hangar,
new models are on full display. The
striking 911 GT3, decked out in its
EA.T. livery, turns heads, while the
new Macan catches the eyes of the
SUV lovers.

Stepping outside the hangar, vis-
itors are met with some of Porsche’s
most legendary race cars as well.
At the center of attention sits the
Porsche 962 Dauer Le Mans GT, a
car celebrated for securing a Porsche
victory at the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
Nearby, the Paris-Dakar winning
Porsche 959, in its iconic Rohrl liv-
ery, stands as a testament to Porsche’s
rally dominance.

Just beyond the Porsche hangar
lies the ice track itself. While profes-

sional race teams battle for the fast-
est lap times, Ferdi Porsche takes to
the ice in an all-electric Taycan. I was
shocked to see the Taycan’s handling
so effortlessly around the ice circuit.
The cars dug into the corners hard
and accelerated out with precision.
It was a masterclass of driving excel-
lence.

The Taycans disappear and sud-
denly I notice some air-cooled action
on track. It becomes a scene from the
past as a classic Porsche 550 Spyder
and a 356 take to the ice, each towing
skiers behind them. I can hear the
announcers yelling “skijoring” which
I discovered is the winter sport of
pulling a skier behind a car. The cars
slide into corners, pulling the skiers
along, some lose their balance and go
tumbling across the ice. The crowd
erupts in cheers as the skiers quickly
recover, arms raised in celebration. I
found myself celebrating and yelling
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Join us for the 2025 Porsche Parade
in Oklahoma City

Porsche Parade is PCA’s crown jewel This year at
event. This week long gathering Yo a el
of 1,200+ Porsches and 2,000+ PCA has plans ’
Porsche enthusiasts from all PCA to celebrate
Regions across the US and Canada the club’s 70th
enjoy many events and activities.
This ultimate Porsche vacation
includes competition, camaraderie,
and, most of all, FUN for all ages.

anniversary, including
a special PCA History
Museum in the hospitality area.

Phase 1 Registration is Now Open

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
www.porscheparade.org
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Nestled between the Austrian Alps
in Zell am See, a small racetrack sits
on top of ice, surrounded by breath-

taking mountains, ski resorts, and
picturesque buildings. It’s safe to say,

I’m no longer in Austin, Texas. —Billy

in joy as the skijoring continued; it was eas-
ily one of my favorite race activities of the

day.

Just when it seems the event can’t get
any more thrilling, the Red Bull Air Team
makes a surprise appearance. Streaking
across the sky in a breathtaking aerial dis-
play while vintage Porsches continue their
icy race below, it's a moment that perfectly
captures the magic of the F.A.T. Ice Race.

As the day winds down and the cars are
put away, the celebration continues inside
the Porsche hangar. With beer flowing, deli-
cious food being served, and music playing,
the after-party is the perfect way to close
out an unforgettable event.

—_— — It’s clear that the FA.T. Ice Race is more
than just a competition, it's an experience.
The race is quickly becoming a must at-
tend winter event for Porsche enthusiasts
worldwide. With over 5,000 attendees this
year alone, the race’s popularity continues
to grow. As FEA.T. International expands,
one thing is certain, the FA.T. Ice Race is a
— winter spectacle that everyone should expe-
rience at least once. As I make my journey
back to Texas, my mind is a buzz thinking
about next year’s event. H
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We’re honored to join you in
supporting PCA.

Thanks for standing with the
Hill Country Region community.

Ready to learn more about Humana plans?
Get in touch with a licensed Humana sales agent.

PAULINE G. BROWN
512-568-2053 (TTY: 711)
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. -5 p.m.
psherman@humana.com
humana.com/psherman

For accommodation of bersons with special needs at meetings, call 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711).

Humana.
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Finding Pavement,

Finding Time




Finding pavement is the most chal-
lenging part of putting on an auto-
cross. For the last few years, the HEB
Center at Cedar Park has been our
home. Though not without challeng-
es, being long and relatively narrow
with asphalt that was starting to wear
and create some interesting slip zones,
it served our purposes. The last event
there was probably our best one with
some fun turns, a long slalom and a
few fast straightaways. So, when the
management there informed us that
they would no longer allow car events,
we had to go back to square one. Of
course, there are the usual candidates,
e.g. COTA or the Dell Diamond, but
most either have unacceptable surface
conditions or charge more than we
can recoup with our normal $45 reg-
istration fee. One location, on the sur-
face, looked to fall into the “nice space
if not for the pot holes, cracks and de-
bris” category, and more known for
livestock shows than performance car
events. Then we realized that they have
one parking lot made up of 4 wide
lanes that were actually in pretty de-
cent shape. That location is the Travis
County Exposition Center. The price
32 HORIZONS

Autacross

Prosented by
CRlETRELEL N Ui

was right, but the only date available
before Rodeo Austin takes over was
in February. We had never put on
an autocross in February, which as
we know, can be sunny and warm or
freezing cold, or both over the course
of 12 hours! But, we decided to go for
it and hope for the best. I assured our
VP, Kent Ketterman, that it would be
a lovely day. His response was “I will
have what you are drinking!”

With lanes rather than a wide open
parking lot, at first it was a bit of a
head scratcher as to how to design a
course that would have most of the
elements that our drivers enjoy. The
process always starts with grabbing
satellite views from Google Maps,
finding all of the obstacles and ar-
eas of poor surface conditions and
drawing PCA mandated 25’ boundar-
ies around them. Then, we just start
scribbling. Well, a little more than
that, we draw serpentine lines around
and through the spaces available to
us. Our team goes through multiple
iterations using different start and
end points, different radii turns, sla-
loms, etc. all the while considering

both how to make it fun and exciting
for the advanced drivers but easy to
follow and not painful for the novic-
es. Once we arrive at a “good” course
design, we then head out to the facili-
ty on the day before the event and we
lay out cones in all of the locations we
have marked during the design phase.
This is where we find the differences
between a design on computer and
reality. We drive both slow and high
speed test runs, finding a number of
turns which are tighter than expected,
cone layouts which can cause confu-
sion and areas where additional cones
are needed to help clarify directions
in which cars need to drive and/or
places to avoid.

For this new course, there were more
unknowns. Turns out that a perim-
eter of 25" around oak trees is not
enough and when approaching mas-
sive dumpsters, even 30" “feels” too
close. Then there was the issue of a
beautiful downhill element at the fin-
ish line which was going to cause cars
to come in hotter and take longer to
stop. Fortunately, we had our regular
contingent, Tom Pruett and Steven
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Tellman, our assistant event coordi-
nators and a few of our instructors
there to help us lay out cones, advise
on dangers, mark the cone positions
and pick them up at the end of prac-
tice. We would love to leave them out,
but we do not have exclusive access to
the site and can’t afford to lose cones
to those who might one to snag a few
and our liability insurance company
might have a cow if anyone were to
use our “course” and have an accident
without us being there and having
signed our favorite waiver. Mission ac-
complished as far as our Friday set up,
but rain on Friday night and Saturday
morning caused an unexpected con-
sequence, i.e. the drywall chalk that
we use to mark cone positions was
largely washed away. Our crack team
of volunteers did their best on Satur-
day morning to place cones as close as
possible to where they were intended
to be and mark their new positions.

As mentioned, it was raining when we
arrived, the temperatures were chilly,
the wind was whipping and the grass,
which we had no choice but to walk
through, was wet. The last of these

caused us some discomfort as it is
hard to drive cars in shoes meant for
wet weather, so we just got to “enjoy”
cold feet for a while. Autocross events
go on rain or shine with the obvious
exception of during thunderstorms.
So, we got prepared as normal. Kent
Ketterman and others worked in our
tech inspection area. Their job, is not
to “tech” a car like our favorite service
shops do, but to make sure there are no
loose objects in cars ready to launch
during fast turns and stops, that hel-
mets (including those borrowed from
us) meet PCA guidelines (Snell 2010
or later, soon to be Snell 2015 or lat-
er with the new 2025 helmets coming
out this year) and to make sure there
are no glaring issues like front ends
with lots of play or tires that are dan-
gerous. Soon after that, Steven Tell-
man led a novice walk. This is really a
misnomer. Steven is consistently our
fastest driver and has tremendous
insight into how to drive the course.
I often count as many experienced
drivers walking along as those that
are newcomers. Steven also leads

our instructor team and the biggest

issue I hear is that not enough people
take advantage of their skills as the
day wears on. That is unfortunate as
these instructors can dramatically im-
prove your run times and enjoyment,
whether you are new to the sport or
a long time participant. In a recent
event, I asked an instructor to join me
and over two runs, I improved my run
time by more than 1 second.

If you have never attended an auto-
cross event, you might be wondering
what sorts of cars join us. It runs the
gamut, from Boxsters and Caymans
(natural cars for tight turns) to 911s
and usually one or two Taycans. We
have even had the occasional Macan
or Panamera join us and we are still
waiting to see a Cayenne out there!
But, drivers are not limited to driving
their Porsches, so some bring Mia-
tas, Mustangs, BMWs and one usual-
ly brings his Mercedes SUV. We also
have non-PCA participants, who we
charge $55, and they bring their fa-
vorite vehicle. In fact the winner of
the non-PCA/non-Porsche partici-
pants drove a 2009 Corvette Z06. One
reason that we attract so many non
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PCA members is that we limit the
number of participants to 60 which
means that everyone gets up to 11
runs in total. Some other car clubs
allow hundreds of participants, no
practice runs and the total runs per
participant is often in the 3 to 5 range.

Autocross is in a different league than
many other driving events in that we
have a huge need for course workers
since the course is nothing but about
200 cones across a large parking lot.
A well designed course will result in
relatively few cones being hit, but as
one instructor remarked “if you aren’t
hitting cones now and then, you aren’t
pushing hard enough”. To address the
cone hit issue, we break up our driv-
ers into two run groups and send out
the individuals in the run group not
currently driving the course to act as
cone shaggers, zone captains (to call
in hits and address safety issues) plus
we use other workers to manage the
grid, act as instructors and work in
the timing tent. That is where Tom
and I sit when we are not in the active
run group. We are joined in the tim-
ing tent by Crystal Zarpas who loves
to attend and capture all run times,
cone hits and DNFs on paper while
Tom and I operate the timing equip-
ment, drive our computer based tim-
ing software and radio out to various
individuals based on issues that need
attention. Especially in the beginning,
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when cone hits are more frequent, it
can be a little like a bees nest in there,
with calls coming over the radio from
various zones, cars starting and oth-
ers finishing, each of which requires
an action by us. Often many actions
are overlapping which means that our
Mistress of Timing, Crystal, tempo-
rarily becomes the essential source of
information when we miss something
on the computer side. We have been
working as a team doing this since
2021, so we are like a very small but
well tuned orchestra.

It was cold, wet and overcast to start
the day. Tires were hard, cars were
slipping and sliding and plenty of
cones were being hit. But as the day
progressed, the weather conditions
continuously improved and eventual-
ly, the sun came out and the tempera-
tures got into the low 70s. As drivers
got more familiar with the course and
it got drier, run times improved and
cone hits became more rare. In fact,
everything ran so smoothly that every
participant got 1 practice run and 10
timed runs. We finished the last run
group’s 10th run by about 3pm, picked
up all of the cones/stored them in our
trailer and announced the winning
times by 4pm. Steven was our overall
fastest driver and beat out the second
best time by about 1.5 seconds, but
since he helps to design the course
and manage the event, he doesn’t get

an award plaque. That is reserved for
our non-management participants.
For awards, at the end of the event, we
break up the PCA participants driv-
ing Porsche vehicles into three classes
based on the capabilities of their cars.
Non-PCA members and PCA mem-
bers driving non-Porsche vehicles are
grouped together into a single class
for which run times are adjusted us-
ing a multiplier SCCA performance
index called PAX. Regardless of class,
the run order is somewhat random
across all participants.

Huge thanks go to all of those men-
tioned above as well as Billy Cash for
hauling our trailer to and from the
site, Chris Alvarado and ClubRegis-
tration.net for providing signs, helmet
stickers, coffee and donuts, plus so
much more, and to Kevin Overholser
and Authentic Details for sponsoring
the awards and taking lots of great
pictures.

It was a great day with some outstand-
ing runs. Everyone seemed to have
a big smile on their faces in the end
and were eager for the next event
there. The good news is that we have
received approval to schedule our
next event at the Expo Center on Sat-
urday, May 24. We hope to see both
our past participants and lots of new
drivers there. m
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The Accessport V3 is the world’s best selling, most flexible ECU upgrade
solution for Porsche. Unlock power hidden within the vehicle by replacing
conservative factory settings with more aggressive engine calibrations.
Installation takes just 20 minutes from the comfort of your own garage
or driveway. Simply connect the included cable to your OBDII port under
the steering column and follow the intuitive on-screen instructions.

* Designed in Austin, Texas.

www.cobbtuning.com/porsche
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Pitstop—The 997.1 Turbo Through the Eyes of a Porsche Master

It is my opinion, as owner of GT Inter-
national, that the Porsche 997.1 Tur-
bo is far more than a car—its a symbol
of mechanical purity and performance
heritage. As one of the Porsche special-
ists in Austin, my passion for the 997.1
is rooted in both personal affections and
professional experience. My professional
journey with Porsche officially kicked off
in 2004, a pivotal time for the brand as
it prepared to unveil the next evolution
of the 911. The 996 generation had in-
troduced significant changes to the 911
formula, including water cooling and a
new design language. But for many pur-
ists, something was missing. The 997 was
Porsche’s answer to that sentiment—a
return to form that rekindled the aes-
thetic and tactile appeal of earlier 911s.
With more traditional styling, sharper
handling, and a renewed focus on driver
engagement.

What truly sets the 997 apart from
its successors, especially in its first-gen-
eration form (997.1), is its analog char-
acter. This was the last generation before
electronic aids and driving assists became
deeply integrated into the 911’s personal-
ity. The absence of excessive digital inter-
ference allowed the driver to feel directly
connected to the car—a trait that defined
Porsche’s golden era. The steering was hy-

Written and Photos by Webster Mercado

draulic, the chassis was communicative,
and the experience behind the wheel was
as mechanical and pure as any modern
sports car could hope to be. For me, the
997 became a touchstone, a model that
embodied everything Porsche should be.

Among the many 997 variants, the
Turbo holds a special place in my heart.
It wasn't just the fastest or most techni-
cally impressive version; it was the one
that carried the legendary Mezger engine
under its decklid. The 3.6-liter twin-tur-
bocharged flat-six is a masterpiece of en-
gineering, rooted in Porsches long and
storied motorsport history. Developed by
Hans Mezger, the engine traces its DNA
to the 911 GT1 and the 962 race cars—
machines that conquered Le Mans and

redefined endurance racing. The Mezger
powerplant is renowned for its durability,
dry-sump lubrication system, and robust
crankcase architecture, making it a favor-
ite among tuners and track-day enthusi-
asts alike.

Over the years, through countless
hours spent under the decklids of these
machines, I have developed a nearly en-
cyclopedic understanding of their sys-
tems, quirks, and potential. With my
knowledge and passion, I am setting my
sights on a new, personalized adventure.
Following the automotive vision Dr.
Porsche started years ago, I am aiming
to create the best version of the 997.1.
Project GT.01S will be a complete trans-
formation of the platform, blending the
analog soul of the 997 with bespoke engi-
neering, custom design, and handcrafted
details. It’s a love letter to Porsche’s past
and a bold statement about where perfor-
mance art is heading. Retaining the vis-
ceral, connected driving experience that
made the 997.1 Turbo legendary while
pushing the platform to heights previous-
ly thought impossible. While full details
remain under wraps, the GT.01S prom-
ises to be a benchmark project, not just
for GT International, but for the entire
Porsche aftermarket community. B
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There’s not an app for this

INSURANCE DRIVERS CLUB CAR CULTURE MARKETPLACE

HAGERW offered by A l‘:ﬁz RS Kayla Williams-DiNardo Farmers Insurance :
INSURANCE 512-825-1498

Policies underwritten by Essentia Insurance Company. Membership by Hagerty Drivers Club, a non-insurance subsidiary of The Hagerty Group, LLC. Only the Hagerty Drivers Club Program Guide
contains a complete description of benefits. Purchase of insurance not required for membership in Hagerty Drivers Club. All third party makes, models, and vehicle names are property of their
respective owners. Their use is meant to reflect the authenticity of the vehicle and do not imply sponsorship nor endorsement of Hagerty nor any of these products or services. Hagerty is a registered
trademark of the Hagerty Group LLC, ©2025 The Hagerty Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Additional terms and conditions apply. */™ © 2019 KitchenAid. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. KM19090150B.

APPLIANCES | FLOORING | CABINETS | COUNTERTOPS | HARDWARE
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2118 Downing Lane Suite 120
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Beyond Stock

Article by Don Stevens and David Pickering * Photos by David Pickering

In this issue of Horizons, we are introducing a new re-
curring section that will be featuring the unique ways
that HCR members have enhanced or personalized their
Porsches. We're calling this new feature Beyond Stock.
In this space, we will be showcasing the ingenuity and
passions of members who have in some way taken their
Porsche beyond factory-standard specifications. Each
installment will delve into the story behind a member’s
project—exploring their inspiration, the challenges they
faced, and the ultimate results of their efforts.

Beyond Stock is about sharing knowledge, inspiring oth-
ers, and fostering a deeper appreciation for the endless
possibilities of Porsche ownership. As we would like to
feature a member project in more future issues of Hori-
zons, we’ll be on the lookout for HCR members who have
modified their Porsche in a way that would be of interest
to other members. Our very first featured Beyond Stock
article follows below.

The 992 Coffee Cup Capacity Conundrum
HCR member David Picking discovered a problem with his new 2022 Genitian Blue 911 992 Cabriolet that he had just pur-
chased from Porsche South Austin. Here is how David described his cupholder issue, and what he did to resolve the problem.

After picking up my new 911 from Porsche South Austin, I decided to go for a nice

drive in the Hill Country. I like to take a cup of coffee with me on drives, so imagine

my dismay when my everyday coffee cup wouldn’t fit in the 992’s cupholder!

No problem, I thought, I'll just use the cool Yeti cup the dealer gave me with my car.
Surely that will fit. After all, they gave it to me to go along with the car, didn’t they?

Wow, double dismay—that didn’t fit either. Now, I really started to get concerned.
Could it possibly be that the Ultilmate Cup—my Rudy’s free refill cup, might also not
fit. I took the Rudy’s cup out to the car and NOOOOQO, triple dismay—IT DIDN’T FIT!

For a moment, I considered returning the car and finding another model with larger

cupholders. That thought passed when I discovered my 992’s cup holder was remove-

able, and there was a larger space underneath. That got me thinking—I have a 3D
printer. Could I design and print a new cupholder insert? How hard could that be?

Well, it turned out that measuring the dimensions, angles and curves inside the center

console hole was not that easy.

I started with a thin wall prototype—just to get the shape right. I used white plastic,
as it’s easier to see the fit. After a couple of iterations, I got one to fit. Then, I basical-

ly did the same with the inside, using my large Rudy’s cup as a guide. After a few test

iterations — actually, more than a few—I finally had one that worked for all three of

the cups that I wanted to use.

My final version prints were in ABS plastic to provide added strength and temperature

resilience. I used black plastic to match my console color, but I probably could also

print versions to match consoles that are a color other than black.

Extensive testing (that involved trips driving to Rudy’s and back) proved the cup holder
works great! It also now holds my everyday coffee mug and my cool Porsche Yeti cup. If
a HCR member is interested in having me print a cupholder insert for their 911 (current-
ly only for a 992 with a PDK transmission)—contact me at or
have a chat with me at a club event. B
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German Texas Heritage Society

By Kent Ketterman—HCR Vice President * Photos provided by German Texas Heritage Society

Carl Rossi, Gordie Robbins and Crystal Zarpas met

with the Board members of the local German-Texan
Historical Society (GTHS) to determine how we (HCR &
GTHS)) can support one another. HCR leadership believes
it will become an important relationship. GTHS also has a
close relationship with Porsche Austin, which participates
in its events. We are planning on doing the same.

I ast year, members of the HCR Executive Counsel,

The goal here is to create a connection between GTHS
and the passionate HCR Porsche car owners, us!! GTHS
will consider purchasing advertising space in future Hori-
zons newsletters dedicated to joint-promotions of future
fund-raising activities.

GTHS is unique in many ways—from the rich German
heritage and year-round festivals to the historic downtown
Austin building. The building is said to be the third-oldest
in the city and one of the birthplaces of public education in
Texas. Very impressive.

So at this point you may be wondering, who is the Ger-
man-Texan Heritage Society? You may begin to under-
stand the answer to that question by reading their Mission
Statement. Here it is.

“As a nonprofit organization we are committed to the pres-
ervation of the history and heritage of German-Texans by
promoting and providing educational experiences in its
culture and language and by encouraging within our Texas
public schools, colleges, private institutions and other or-
ganizations similar learning opportunities in all of the her-

itage, values and language that make up the unique culture
of our state” Whoa, that’s a mouthful. Was that really just
one sentence!!??

Here’s what I think their Mission Statement is all about
1) Preservation of History and Culture

2) Promotion and Provision of Educational Experiences
3) Focus on Culture and Language

4) Encouraging Educational Opportunities

5) Connection to Texas Culture

They profess a value that also helps to understand what
theyre all about. “That engaging in shared celebrations
of our German-Texan heritage with other Texas heritage
groups expands our understanding of common values in
cultures and enhances our bonding identities as Texans.

So you may be wondering by now how they accomplish
their mission. In a nutshell, they hold authentic German
cultural events throughout the year, they conduct numer-
ous cultural programs, provide genealogical services and
provide German language classes.

Here’s where the fun starts, GTHS holds a German Auto
Car Show. Of course that includes our wonderful Porsches
and OK, the other German automakers too, BMWs, Volk-
swagens and Mercedes Benz. The auto show is a fundrais-
er for their Pre-K, through 3rd grade International School.
More about the show later in this article. But that’s not
all, there will be a Beer and Wine Fest at Maifest. Even if
you don’t understand German, you could guess that Mai-
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fest is held in the month of May. Of
course, Oktoberfest comes next. It’s
the most famous German cultural
event and has become a worldwide
phenomenon which started in 1812.
We've all seen the photographs of the
servers carrying way too many beer
steins. The record being 40 steins but
it's not unusual to see a server carry-
ing 8-10 steins in one go. Ok, enough
talk about beer. As soon as you've re-
covered from Oktoberfest, don't for-
get their Christmas Market. It’s held
during the most wonderful time of
year and provides a chance to enjoy
the most authentic Christmas Market
in Texas. GTHS imports decorations
from an East-German region known
for its Christmas customs and don’t
forget the hot spiced wine (Gliih-
wein).

The German-Texans Heritage Soci-
ety is not just about festivals and car
shows, GTHS also provides the op-
portunity for adults and children to
learn to speak the German language.
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They also help those wishing to prove
their proficiency prepare for a certifi-
cation exam with the Goethe Institut.
Their education programs don’t stop

there. GTHS runs the German In-
ternational School of Texas for Pre-K
through Grade 3. Please allow me to
paraphrase from their website. GIS
provides the skills and tools for the
students to take the first steps into for-
mal education. The school promotes
a positive view of learning, curiosity,
critical questioning and a world-view
that is broad and tolerant.

Did you ever want to learn to cook
those wonderful German dishes like
Schnitzel, potato salad, or beef rou-
lades? GTHS provides cooking and
baking classes for adults and children
as well.

If you have German ancestors and
want to dig deep into the past and
learn more about them, GTHS has
resources to help you do just that.
On a personal note, one branch of

my family originated in northwestern
Germany many generations ago. I've
always been interested to learn more
about the Ketterman family, here’s my
chance.

Just a small subset of activities have
been included in this article, learn
more at their website, https://www.
germantexans.org

We are proud owners of Porsche auto-
mobiles and benefit from the German
culture every time we jump into the
driver’s seat. So a question to consider
is, how does GTHS connect with the
German automotive community?

The German Auto Show was held
April 5 this year. The show was
launched for the first time in 2024.
It was a huge success, with over 40
Porsches out of 80+ total cars on
display. GTHS collaborates with Hi-
Tech Motor Cars and Porsche Austin
(North & South) to showcase the lat-
est and greatest Porsche models at the
festivals and during German delega-
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tion visits. By the way, Hi-Tech and the Porsche dealerships
have committed to participating in all of the 2025 festivals.

This article was intended to introduce the German-Texans
Heritage Society to the Hill Country Region members and
I've only scratched the surface. There is so much more to
learn about GTHS. Try their website, join us at the festi-
vals, contact the Society with any questions you have. By
the way, we are invited to the Members only Christmas
Market dates. Watch the calendar and weekly eNews for
more information on this special opportunity. &
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HCR Lunch Bunch

Article by Bob Hieronymus, Don Stevens and Bill Foster * Photos by Bill Foster

The Hill Country Region conducts many events for its
members throughout the year. One club favorite is the
Lunch Bunch event that meets on the second Thursday
of each month at a different Austin-area restaurant. We
asked Bob Hieronymus, Lunch Bunch Event Coordina-
tor, to share information about the event, his role, and
what Lunch Bunch means to him and those who attend.

I moved back to Austin from Kingston, New York,
in 2000. I had been an active member of the Hudson
Valley Region (HVR) where I served as a High-Per-
formance Driver Education (HPDE) instructor and
as a member of the HVR board.

Upon returning to Austin, I sought ways to con-
nect with the members of the Hill Country Region
(HCR). Given my strong interests in track (111V111

coupled with my desire to find and try new restau-
rants, I joined the HCR team of duvm0 instructors
at HPDE events and began attending the monthly
Lunch Bunch events. HPDE and Lunch Bunch be-
came instrumental in my personal integration into
HCR. I found Lunch Bunch particularly valuable for
meeting and getting to know other members, which
in turn helped me learn more about the club. It also

helped me explore Austin’s diverse restaurant scene.

In 2012, I learned the event coordinator for Lunch
Bunch was stepping down and that the monthly
lunches would be discontinued. “Wait a minute,” I
thought. “Lunch Bunch is a vital part of my club
experience — it can’t disappear!” Over the years, 1
had met so many club members and discovered nu-
merous fantastic restaurants through these lunches
that I could not let this event end. So, I volunteered
to take on the role of event coordinator for Lunch
Bunch. Now, thirteen years later, I continue to or-
ganize and host our monthl\' Lunch Bunches. It has
been a very enriching and ell]oval)le journey -- meet-
ing many interesting people, made great hlends, dis-
covered amazing restaurants, and enjoyed countless
delicious meals.

The objectives of Lunch Bunch are: 1) Fostering Mem-
ber Connections: Providing a venue for members to meet,
socialize, and exchange information about the club,
its events, and Porsche cars; and 2) Exploring Austin’s
Restaurant Scene: Sampling diverse cuisines at a variety
of restaurants throughout Austin and the surrounding

communities.

The format is very informal — no RSVP or pre-regis-
tration is required. Feel free to join us even if you de-
cide to attend at the last minute. Lunch Bunch has
ventured as far north as Liberty Hill, as far south as
Driftwood, and from Pflugerville in the east to Lake-
way in the west. We’ve enjoyed many different cui-
sines including barbecue, TexMex, interior Mexican,
seafood, Italian, Chinese and New Orleans Creole, in
addition to many burger, salad and pizza venues. Bob
seeks suggestions from members for adding new ven-
ues to try. Plus, a small team of our most avid foodie
members scout out and vet each new restaurant before
it is added to the Lunch Bunch schedule.
must be able to accommodate the needs of our group
and have ample safe parking to show off our P-cars.

Each venue

For each event, Bob solicits feedback from the at-
tendees about their satisfaction with their meal and
the restaurant venue. If he receives positive feedback
from attendees, he keeps that venue in the Lunch
Bunch rotation schedule. Normally, the group will
only revisit a popular past venue no more than once
a year. And to add variety, he tries to include four or
five new venues in the restaurant rotation each year.

We invite you to join us at Lunch Bunch on the second
Thursday of each month at 11:30 AM. Come meet other
members, reconnect with friends, and savor diverse cui-
sines at restaurants you may not have discovered, along
with those that have become Lunch Bunch favorites.

Past HCR Membership Chair, Bruce Mason and Lunch Bunch Event
Coordinator, Bob Hieronymus at Pappadeux’s Lunch Bunch event.
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Lunch Bunch

A variety of restaurants were
featured by Lunch Bunch during
2024, including:
Sundancer Grill
Pappadeux Seafood
Pappasitos
PF Chang
Dos Hermanos
Redbud Icehouse
Milano Cafe
County Line on the Lake
Vaqueros at Steiner Ranch
Quality Seafood
Oz Tap House
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